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ohjocts which f<‘lt like small jX'hhle.s hut tunual out to Ix' 
th(‘ IVuiting (*iilyc(‘s of this plant. They must liav(‘ been canTal 
hom(‘ attached to my stocking's oi‘ t fousers or in my shoes, hut 
I am j)nzzled to ('xj)hiin theii’ transfer to the bed. ddiey ai(‘ 
nni)lea.sant to walk on barefoot<'d, but not mau’ly as mncli so as 
the fruits of Trihiilns or ('cNrliriis. Ilowevt'r iiit<'restin^ tin* 
plant may be as an addition to th(‘ tloi'a of Maryland, that stat(‘ 
has no need of any more weeds, and Mr. Sim|)son is attem))tinji; 
to ei’adicate it by cnltni’al ti’eatnumt l)efoi’(' it spnaids fnrth(‘r. 
The railroad tracks at Howie ar(‘ spiaycal ref>;nlarly (aich sumnn'r, 
but it is very improbabh' that this j)roc(Hlni'e would have much 
effect on the multitude of set'ds that must ha\e been scatteixal 
pr(‘viously fi'om tlu‘ j)lants j»;rowin^’ tliere.— pl.\nt industuv 
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Shorlia galacifolia has been called by C'. 8. Sargent (1888) 


“one of the rarest and most intiMX'sting plants of North America” 
and since the first pn'.ssed specimen of Sfiortia was rediscovered 
by .\sa dray among .Michau.x’s unknowns, search for this species 
has intrigued many botanists. 

In a recent artich' in Hhodor.\, P. A. Davies (1955) lists seven 
counti(\s in which Shorlia has been found, one in (Georgia, two 
in South darolina, and four in 




Carolina. No natural 
coloni(\s have Ikhmi reporteti from outside this rather restricted 
area and yet ecologically tliere are many similar habitats in 
other mountainous sia-tions of the Southeast. Aware of its 

(listriliution, the author was somewhat surprised to 
discov(‘r a flourishing colony of Shorlia along a creek in Amherst 
County, near Lynchburg, \drginia. 

On the relatively steep east-facing bank (altitude approxi¬ 
mately (i50 feet) of this small creek, just a few feet above the 
water, was a patch of Shorlia covering an ai’ea about three by 
six f(‘(‘t. On this dai(‘, April 9, 1955, only a few scattered blos¬ 
soms w(M’e e\ident, vaiwing from white to pale pink. Most 

> ("oiitribution from the Hotanical Laboratory, The Tniversity of T<‘nnesser, X. 
.'(er. No. 1C)!). 
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of the earlier flowers had withered without forming fruit. Photo¬ 
graphs were taken and specimens were collected. The latter 
are being deposited at the Cray Herbarium, the U. S. National 
Herbarium, and the herbaria of ddie University ol Tennessee 
and Handolph-iMacon Woman’s College. 

Downstream a few feet away from the original group, a small 
clump of three plants was growing. A search upstream dis¬ 
closed three more plants {d)()ut twenty feet aAvay and another 
small group about four feet away. The stream was traced 
to its source, only a few hundred feet, but no more plants were 

seen. 

The author made two subsecpient trips to the site, one in the 
company of Franklin Flint of Randolph-AIacon Woman’s C ollege 
and the other with Mr. Flint and Kuskin Freer of Lynchburg 
College. About 300 feet downstream at a point just above 
where this creek joins a still larger creek that flows into the James 
River about a half mile away, another clump of Shoi'tra ap- 

was l()(;ated on a knoll over- 



proximately two by three 
hanging the creek. A search for s(‘veral miles up the larger 

creek failed to disclose any additional stations. 

i'he first colony appeared to be w('ll established and had 
spread both by stolons and by .seeds. On l)are and mossy soil 
and only .seen when the overhanging leaves of Sfiorlia were 
lifted, were dozens of seedlings of various sizes. In addition 
to the.se a few .seedlings weie observed .several feet away from 

parent plants, the sccmIs having washed down the steep 
bank. Bailey’s Standard CyiJopedia of Horticulture (1933) 
states “It is difficult to procure .seed as the flowering stem usually 
withers away before maturing, though shortia is readily propa¬ 
gated by division and runners.’’ ('. F. J('nkins (.Arnoldia, 1947) 

adds ‘ 



“Apparently no j)lants were pi’opagated in this way,’’ 
referring to attempted propagation by .seeds. On a visit to the 
area near the end of May a few flow(Ms, perhaps a dozen or so in 
all, had formed capsules. 

The conspicuous canopy trees included Nyssa sylvatica, 
P'ayus grandi folia and Linodf’ndron Tali pi [era. In the under¬ 
story were ('onias Jlorida, Hydrangea arhorescens, Ainas serndata 
and Kalmia lalifolia. Intermingled with the colony were Poly- 
stichum acroslichoides, Dryopteris noveboracensis and Alhyrium 
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Filix-femitia. Important among (Ik* low flowei’ing herbs \v(*re 
Amnun virghiicuni, In's crislala and Mcdcola virqiriiana. (lalnx 
apin/lld was abundant, (Ik* l)ank <,)f tin* stream lower down 


(*ar|)(*(('d with blankets of it. 

A si'arch of the area disclosc'd no old gardens from which 
Sliortia could have escaped and local iininiries have yield(*d 
nothing as to tin* oi'igin of these plants. Tlu* cre(‘k is part of a 
small farm which has chang(*d hands many times and until 
the prc'.sent owiu'r i)nrchas(*d the land about ten years ago, no 
one liad tak(*n any in(.(n‘('St in improving the property. Any 
information as to tin* possible* introduction of th(*se plants 
would be appr(*ciat(*d. 

How(*ver tliis species may have lii'st gained its foothold on this 
creek bank in \’irginia, it is of int.(*rest that Shortia is flourishing 
and sj)r(*ading both by s(*(*ds and stolons in an ar(*a. within the 
range* of (Iray’s Mannal and ceinsieleraldy north eef its previeensly 
kneewn elistI'ibntiein in the (’are)lina mountains.— iiANDejLPH- 
MAe'ON weiMAN’s e’eiLLEeiK, LYNCHnuuei, vineiiNiA. 
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